INTERESTS    AND    OCCUPATIONS
the most heroic enterprise, or anything antiquity has
celebrated; and I am even amazed at the wretched-
ness of this age that acknowledges it no more. . . .
But you have numbers and charms that can bind
even these spirits of darkness, and render their
instruments obsequious; and we know you have a
divine hymn for us; the lustre of the Royal Society
calls for an ode from the best of poets upon the
noblest argument.5'
His indignation at the attacks which one Henry
Stubbe had levelled against the Society is expressed
in a very lively way in a letter to the Rev. Joseph
Glanville (24th June, 1668), where he writes:
"I do not conceive why the Royal Society should
any more concern themselves for the empty and
malicious cavils of these delators, after what you have
said; but let the moon-dogs bark on, till their throats
are dry: the Society every day emerges, and her good
genius will raise up one or other to judge and defend
her; whilst there is nothing which does more to confirm
me in the nobleness of the design, than this spirit
of contradiction which the devil (who hates all
discoveries of those false and prestigious ways that
have hitherto obtained) does incite to stir up men
against it.53
Evelyn's great activity and vitality were made
possible by his physical constitution. References to
his health occur more in his letters than in his Diary.
The few attacks of ague he records were not serious;
in fact, there is only one entry In which he displays
any great concern about his health, and by the way
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